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SUB J : REACTION IN PARANA TO INDICATION OF GEN. FIGUEIREDO FOR 
PRESIDENT 

1 . SUMMARY: THE RISING POWER OF THE GOVERNMENT POLITICAL MACHINE 
TIGHTLY LINKED TO FIGUEIREDO IS THE MOST STRIKING ELEMENT ON THE 
POLITICAL SCENE IN PARANA. THAT DEVELOPMENT IS MORRORED BY THE 
OPPOSITION'S DESPAIR. END SUMMARY. 

2. ARENA PRESIDENT AFONSO CAMARGO NETTO, PARANA'S LEADING 
CANDIDATE FOR INDIRECTLY ELECTED SENATOR, TOLD CONGEN OFFS THAT 
GEISEL HAD CHOSEN FIGUEIREDO, BECAUSE HE COULD MAKE THE 
SMOOTHEST ADMINISTRATIVE TRANSITION. HE PREDICTED CONTROLLED 
LIBERALIZATION AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY UNDER FIGUEIREDO. CAMARGO 
NETTO ALSO EXPLAINED THAT NEARLY ALL DECISIONS RELATING TO MAJOR 
POLITICAL CANDIDACIES IN PARANA HAD BEEN TAKEN. FORMER GOVERNOR 
AND PRESENT EDUCATION MINISTER NEY BRAGA WOULD BE GOVERNOR AGAIN: 
CURRENT GOVERNOR JAYME CANET WOULD EITHER BECOME SENATOR OR 
RECEIVE AN IMPORTANT ADMINISTRATIVE JOB UNDER FIGUEIREDO; AND 
PAULO PIMENTEL, FORMER GOVERNOR AND ENEMY OF NEY BRAGA, WOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO PUT HIS POPULARITY IN THE STATE AT THE SERVICE OF THE 
PARTY BY RUNNING FOR FEDERAL DEPUTY. AS FOR SENATOR ACCIOLY FILHO, 
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WHOSE INDEPENDENT STAND ON THE JUDICIAL REFORM BILL SET THE STAGE FOR 
GEISEL'S CLOSING OF CONGRESS LAST APRIL, HIS ABILITIES WOULD WELL 
USED ON THE SUPREME COURT, SHOULD FIGUEIREDO CHOOSE TO NOMINATE HIM. 
FEDERAL DEPUTY (AND RETIRED GENERAL) ITALO CONTI, WHO WAS A CLASSMATE 
OF FIGUEIREDO'S, REPEATEDLY REQUESTED THAT CONGEN OFFS TRANSMIT TO 
WASHINGTON HIS CERTAINITY THAT BRAZILIAN-UNITED STATES RELATIONS WOULD 
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IMPROVE UNDER FIGUEIREDO BECAUSE HE HAS A MORE INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK. 

3. MDB PRESIDENT EUCLIDES SCALCO SAID THAT THE ARENA IN PARANA 
WAS ONE OF THE STRONGEST STATE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE COUNTRY. 

HE THOUGHT THAT THE PARANA MDB WOULD LOSE SEATS BOTH IN THE 
FEDERAL CHAMBER AND THE STATE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN THE UPCIMING 
NOVEMBER ELECTIONS. SYMPTOMATICALLY, HIS ANALYSIS OF FIGUEIREDO 
FOCUSSED ON HIS POSSIBLE MILITARY WEAKNESS DUE TO THE WAY GEISEL 
HAD CONDUCTED THE SUCCESSION. SCALCO SAID THAT GEISEL HAD BROKEN 
WITH TWO TRADITIONS ESTABLISHED SINCE 1965; CONSULTING THE MILITARY 
ON THE NEXT PRESIDENT AND CHOOSING A GENERAL AT THE TOP OF THE 
MILITARY HIERARCHY. MDB STATE DEPUTY MAURICIO FRUETT SAID THAT 
FIGUEIREDO WAS, FOR HIM, THE SYMBOL OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE 
MILITARY DICTATORSHIP. HE DESPAIRED OF THE POSSIBILITIES FOR CHANGIN 
G 

THE REGIME IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. IN LONDRINA, FORMER MAYOR 
JOSE RICHA, WHO WAS TALKED ABOUT AS A GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 
UNDER DIRECT ELECTIONS, WAS TRIMMING HIS SAILS EVEN MORE. 

INSTEAD OF RISKING A LOSS RUNNING FOR THE SENATE, HE NOW PLANS 
TO SEEK A SAFE SEAT AS A FEDERAL DEPUTY. MAVERICK MDB SENATOR 
LEITE CHAVES, ALSO FEELING THE SQUEEZE ON THE OPPOSITION, IS 
PUBLICLY URGING HIS PARTY TO SUPPORT MAGALHAES PINTO S DISSIDENT 
ARENA CAMPAIGN FOR PRESIDENT. 
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